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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE KHARTOUM 309 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: ETEL SU US 

SUB J : TELECOMMUNICATIONS CONTRACT SIGNED 

REF: A. KHARTOUM 244, B. KHARTOUM 2387 (10/22/74) 

C. KHARTOUM A-64 (7/6/74) 

BEGIN UNCLAS 

1. GOS AND NORTHROP/PAGE FEB 2 SIGNED CONTRACT WORTH ABOUT 
$14 MILLION OF EXECUTION OF MICROWAVE NETWORK IN SUDAN. 

SYSTEM, WHICH WILL TIE IN WITH EARTH SATELLITE STATION IUST 
OPENED (KHARTOUM 2654), WILL DRAMATICALLY IMPROVE TELEX, TELE- 
GRAPH AND TELEPHONE SERVICE BETWEEN KHARTOUM AND PROVINCIAL TOWNS 
OF PORT SUDAN, ATBARA, SHENDI, KASSALA, GEDAREF, SENNAR, KOSTI, 

UM RUWABA AND EL-OBEID. TELEVISION TRANSMISSIONS TO THESE 
TOWNS WILL BE MADE POSSIBLE FOR FIRST TIME. WHOLE PROJECT 
EXPECTED TO BE FINISHED WITHIN 28 MONTHS; PORT SUDAN LINK 
(SERVING INTER ALTA. OIL PRODUCTS PIPELINE NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION), 

IN ONLY 16 MONTHS. END UNCLASS. 

2. BEGIN LOU - PAGE TEAM TOLD EMBASSY REASON FINANCING WAS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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GRANTED FOR PROJECT WITHOUT COMPLETION OF NORMAL 
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ARAB FUND FEASIBILITY STUDIES WAS DESIRE OF FUND 
GET SOME OF ITS MONEY SPENT WITHOUT FURTHER DELAY. 

PAGE CONTINUES FEEL IT WILL GET MUCH. IF NOT ALL, 

OF FUTURE TELECOMMUNICATIONS BUSINESS, WHICH IN 
COUNTRY SIZE OF SUDAN IS QUITE EXTENSIVE. 

3. EMBASSY COMMENT: BELIEVE PAGE'S SUCCESS PARTLY DUE FACT 
IT MAKES NO EQUIPMENT BUT. ON CONTRARY, BUYS FROM SUPPLIERS (LARGELY 
NON-US) WHO MIGHT OTHERWISE BID DIRECTLY ON CONTRACT. NONE- 
THELESS, CONTRACT VALUE TO US IN GOODS AND SERVICES IS AT LEAST 
$5 MILLION, AND PAGE'S EXCELLENT PERFORMANCE IN HIGH- 
VISIBILITY PROJECTS IS USEFUL EXAMPLE TO CITE IN OUR EXPORT 
PROMOTION EFFORTS. END LOU. 

BREWER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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